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INTRODUCTION

This is the eleventh volume in the series of Yearbooks of the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL).! This volume covers the
period from July 1979 to the end of 1980.

The present volume consists of three parts. Part One completes the presentation of
the documents relating to the Commission’s report on the work of its twelfth session by
including material (such as action by the General Assembly) which was not available
when the manuscript of the tenth volume was prepared. Part One also contains the
Commission’s report on the work of its thirteenth session, which was held in New York
from 14 to 25 July 1980, and the action thereon by the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and by the General Assembly.

Part Two reproduces most of the documents considered at the thirteenth session of
the Commission. These documents include reports of the Commission’s three working
groups dealing respectively with international contract practices, international negoti-
able instrumént§ and a new international economic order, as well as comments and
proposals by Governments and reports of the Secretary-General.

Part Three contains the Final Act of the United Nations Conference on Contracts
for the International Sale of Goods which met in Vienna from 10 March to 11 April
1980. The Final Act contains as annexes the text of the Convention on Contracts for the
International Sale of Goods and the Protocol to the Convention on the Limitation
Period in the International Sale of Goods, both of which were adopted by the
Conference. Also included in Part Three are two resolutions of the General Assembly
which have to do with the Commission, a bibliography of recent writings related to the
Commission’s work, prepared by the Secretariat, and a check list of UNCITRAL
documents.

! To date the following volumes of the Yearbook of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law [abbreviated herein as Yearbook . .. (year)] have been published:

United Nations Publication,

Volume Years covered Sales No.
I ‘ 1968-1970 E.71.V.1
I 1971 E.72.V.4
I 1972 E.73.V.6
v 1973 E.74.V.3
\'% 1974 E.75.V.2
VI 1975 E.76.V.5
VI 1976 E.77.V.1
VIII 1977 E.78.V.7
IX 1978 E.80.V.8
X 1979 E.81.V.2




I. THE TWELFTH SESSION (1979); COMMENTS AND
ACTION WITH RESPECT TO THE COMMISSION’S REPORT

A. United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD): extract from
the report of the Trade and Development Board (first part of the nineteenth
session)* : :

“B. Progressive development of the law of international trade: twelfth annual
report of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (agenda item 9

() ‘

“272. For its consideration of this item, the Board had before it the report of
UNCITRAL on the work of its twelfth session,” which had been circulated under
cover of TD/B/760. '

“273. The representative of the USSR stated that the Commission had
considered at its twelfth session several questions which concerned, inter alia, the
activities of UNCTAD, in particular the legal implications of the new international
economic order. He said that there were two different approaches to the problem.
According to one approach, which his country shared, UNCITRAL should give
priority attention to such questions of relations between States—where such
relationships were connected with international trade—as the principle of non-
discrimination, the principle of most-favoured-nation treatment, and the democratic
and equitable ‘basis of such relationships in counterweight to the policies of
hegemonism and the subordination of other States. The other approach, a purely
formal one in his view, was that the Commission should not touch upon the question
of relations between States. He suggested that in its work UNCITRAL should take
into account the activities of other international organizations, in particular of the
United Nations system. He reiterated the position of his country’s delegation at the
twelfth session of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law.

“274. He especially underlined the importance of the most-favoured-nation
principle and recalled in this connexion the “Principles governing international trade
relations and trade policy conducive to development”, adopted at the first session of
UNCTAD, in particular, General Principle Eight. Most trade treaties and agree-
ments between States had provisions for mutually according most-favoured-nation
treatment, among them treaties and agreements between States having different
economic and social systems.

“275. In spite of the general recognition of most-favoured-nation treatment as a
universal principle in international economic relations, in the foreign trade policy of
a number of developed market-economy countries there were deviations from the
generally recognized norm which brought about an element of discrimination. These
trends were not to be bypassed by UNCTAD since they touched upon the interests
of all States participating in international trade. :

“Action by the Board

“276. At its 523rd meeting, on 17 October 1979, the Board took note of the
report of UNCITRAL on its twelfth session and of the comments made thereon.

“® For the printed text, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fourth Session,
Supplement No. 17 (A/34/17) (Yearbook ... 1979, part one, II, A).”

* Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 15 (A/34/15),
vol. II, chapter VI.




	yearbook-vol11index-e.pdf
	uncitral.org
	UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE LAW



