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DRAFT RULES OF PROCEDURE

.;'
I. REPRESENTATION.A1'ID CREDENr.L1lLS

COUNCIL

·.TJ.ONS CONFERENCE ON
. IONtili COMMERCIAL

ON

decision of the Conference upon their credentials/representatives,

',representatives and advisers shall be entitled to participate

Conference.

~---------------"":-__---:-__....:...._~O~R1:!J;G:r.lifAL: ENGLISH'

.' " of representatives and the names of alternate representatives

'~ers shall be submitted to the Executive secretary, if. possible, not

:~>'twentY-four hours after the opening of 'the Conference. The

~s. ehal.L be issued either by the Head of the State or Government, or by

',:eel:' for foreign Affairs. The President and Vice-Presidents shall examine
~~~~., .. . .

~tiaJ.8 and report without delay to·the .conference.
j. '.

state participating in the Conferen~e shall bQ represented by
",,'

;:~iJ.tiary representatives, one of whom shall be the head of the Delegation,

representatives and advisers as may be required •
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II. PRESIDENT.AND VICE-PRESIDENTS

Rule 4

The Confer~nce shall elect a President and two Vice-Presidents from among the [

heads of the Delegations.

The President shall preside at the meetings of the Conf'er-ence ,

If the President is absent from a meeting or any part thereof,

designated by him shall :pres~de in his place~

Rule 5

The President, or Vice-President acting as President, shall participate in.

the proceedings of the Conference in that capacity. He shall not vot.e , but shall

!3-:j?point another member of hi s delegation to vote in hi s place.

Ill. SECRETARIAT

Rule 6

The Executive Secretary of the Conference, appointed by the Secretary-General,

¥hall provide and direct such staff as is required by the Conference. He shall i

be responsible for making all arrangements for the meetings of the Conference

and generally perform all other wQrk which the ·Conference may require. He may

appoint a. deputy to take his place at any meeting.

Rule 7

The Executive Secretary or his deputy may, subject to Rule 9, make oral as ,)

well as written statements conce;rningany question under consideration.

IV. CONDUCT OF BUSlj.\lESS

Rule 8
. ~

A qUOI'lJ.I!l shall be constituted by the representatives of a majority of the

States participating i.nthe Conference.

,
i

/
",l.... '~~.'
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In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon him elsewhere by and in

'Y{rules, the President shaJ.l declare the opening and closing .of each plenary

{rig of the Conference. He shall direct the discussions at such meet.rngs ,

':a:. the right 'Go speak, pu.t questions to the vote, announce decisions, rule

lnts of order, and, 6ub.i~ct to these rules of procedure, she.Ll, have complete

"91 of the proceedings at a:ny meetzing and over the maintenance of order

The President may caLl a speaker to or~er if his remarks are not

to the subject ~1nder discussion•

. )

'The President, in the exerca se of' his functions, z-emafns u."lCl.er-the authority
;\ '.-

he/Conference.

j~uring the discussion of any matter, a representative may rise to a: :point
.;...
'fder, and the point of order shall be immediately decided by the President

'eordance with the rules of procedure. A representative may appeaJ. against

,: . ing of the President. The appeal, shall be immediately put to the vote

':'~e President I s ruling shall stand unless overruied' by a majority of the

.sentatives present and voting!' A representative rieing to a point of order may

subsnance of the matter under discussion.

Conference may li,mit the time to be allowed to each speaker and the

r' of times each representative may speak on any question. When the debate

ted and a representative has spoken his allotted time, the President

.:' call him to order idthout deiay.

During the course of a debate the President may announce the list of speakers

~~th the consent of the Conference, declare the lis~ closed. 'He may,

:,r, accord the right or'reply to any representative if a speech' delivered ~?

,.he had declared the list closed makes this desirable.

/ ...
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Rule 18

Proposals and amendments shall normally be introduced in w.ci:ting. .. ," . . . . .

to the Executive Secretary of the Conf'eren~e, who shal.L circulate copies
, .

Delegations. As a general rule no proposal shall be discussed or put to

M,e 17 ,

Subject to rule 11'; the following motdons shall have precedence in the

;f'qllowing order over all other proposals or motions before the meeting:

Ca) To suspend the meeting;

Cb) To adjourn the meeting;

(c) To adjourn the debabe on the it~II! under di,s'cussion;

(d) For the cl.oaure ~~ tb.~ debat~ ~n the it~m under' discussion.

time to be allowed to speakers under this rule.

E4le 15

, During the d.i scusafon :of any matter, a representatiye may move the

~ournment of the debate on the item under discussion. In addition to the

:f?roposer of'. the motion, two' repl~es~mtatives rtJ8,y speak in favour of, and two
.. . ..
against, the motion, after which the motion" shall be inmp.diately put to the

';!'he President may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under this rul,e.,

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the "
,

SUspension or the adjournment of the meeting., Su~J:? motions shal.L n(Jt be debated, S
but shall be i~edi~telY put t.o the vote.' The President may limit .the time to ;;

be allowed to the speaker movirig" the suspenad.on or adj ournment of the meeting.:\
':~

··A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate on the item
:\

under discussion, whether or not any other. representative has signified his'wish '"

to speak. Permission to speak ,on ~he closure of th~ de~~~e s~aJ.lbe accorded

?nly to the. speakers opposing too closure"af'ter whic~ the motion ,shall be

:J-mmediatelyput to the vote •. If the, Conference is in favQ~ of the closure, the

President sh.~ declare the cl.osure of the debate. The President may limit the 1

Rule 14

.., .1 '" .-. ~. .

t
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Rule 16. . .. ,',
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iri'g of the Conference unless copies of it have been circulated to a.:u
',"'

l~ter ,thant.he day, preceding the meeting • The President may,,'
• :. \ • . ' • "'. :"".:::~.,"," 4 • _ ". .' • ~

.~~,e:L"lI4~ .the.p.i~,cui?;:liC?n w;d cons~deration ofamemdmeIits 'or motions as "to

i"ev~nth~u~thef!e.> amendm~nts or m~tions hav~ ~ot 'been drcuiated or
:}:~~Y'~"'''''''4\'' .' -."' " ,.•".' :.,' .; •.... :' .... ..." ': '. .."'.".'

,Y:' been circulated the same day.
~~'( .

'03 ect to. rul,e J,.7, any motion calling for a deci sion on the competence 01
~~~~nce to adopt a proposal submitted to it, shati ~~,. put to the vote

::! .'.": .'. .

i;k, vote is taken on t1J.e proposal, in question.
;~',., .". ,"

'·:',·i'··

~inotionmay be withdravm by its proposer aii any time-·before voting on it

:"enced, provided that the motion has not been amended. A motion which.

A,s been withdravm may be reintl'oduced by any representative.
~. . . .

n a proposaJ. has been adopted or 'rejected it may not'be reconsidered

,theConfer~nce, by a two-thirds majority of the representatives,pre13ent.
•'\":'. ," • 'I • - • . . .

'ting, so decides. .Permission to' speak' on ,the motion to z-econsdder-: shall

fb~~eil ~D.1.y t~ two speakers opposin~ the motion af't-e1" which it shall be

~iely put to the vote., ,

v. VOTING

Government represented at the Conference shall have one vote.

,:!;D~cisions' of the Conference shall be .made by a maj,.,rity of the

',.s~ntativesof stat~sparticipating in the Conference present and voting•.

;;;F'o~ the purpose of these rules, the phrase Ilrepresentatives present. and
"',' 11 ' . . •

means representatives 'present and casting an affirmative and negative
.. . .

Representatives who abstain from voting shall be considered a.s not v:oting•.

/ ...
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Rule 24

~f The Confe:renceshall normally vote by show of hands but any representative

may request a roll call. The roll call shal.L be taken in the English alphabetical

order of the names of the states- participating in the Conference beginning "With

the Delegation whose name isdJ:awn by lot by the President.

Rul.e 25

After the Presaden't has announced the beginning of the vote, no

shall interrupt the vote except on a point of order in connexion with the actual

conduct of voting. Explanations of their votes by representatives may, however,'

be pernd.tted by the President oither before or aftex the voting. The President

may limit the time to be allowed fo:::" such expla.nt.j on.

Rule' 26

A representative may move that parts of a proposal or of an amendment shall

be voted on separately. If objection is made to the request for division, the

motion tor division shall be voted upon. Permission to speak on the motion for

division shall be given only to two speakers in favour and two speakers against.

If the motion for divis.ion is carried, those partis of the proposal or of the

amendment which are subsequennl.y approved shall be put to the vote as a whole.

If aJ.loperative parts of the proposal or of the amendment; have been rejected,

the proposal or the amendment shall be considered to have been rejected as

Imle 27

WJ.J·en an amendment is I!l8v~d to a proposal, th~ amendment shall be voted on

first. When two .or more amendments are moved to a proposal} the Cozifezence

first vote on the amendment, furthest r-emoved in substance from the original

proposal and then on the amendment nextf'u.....-thest removed therefrom,. and 60 on,

until all the amendments have been put to the votie , When} however,

of' one amendment neceEJsarily implies the rejection of another amendment, the

. latter amendment shall not be put to the vote. If one or more amendments are

adopted, the amended proposal ehal.L then be voted upon. A motion is considered.

an amendment to a proposal if it merely adds to} deletes from or revises part of

that proposal.,
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:'i:two or more proposals relate to the' same question, the Conference shall,

fit 'decides otherwiseJ votie on the proposB.1s in the order in which thEW

'Em subndtted. The Conference may, after each vote on a proposal,decide

~o vote on the next proposal.

shall be held by secret ballot unless otherwise decided by

-, I When one person or one Delegation is to be elected, no candrdabe obtains

!':";:first ballot the majority re~uired, a second ballot restricted to the two

tes obtaining the largest number of votes shall be taken. If in the
,~, .

(billot the votes are equaJJ.y divided, the President shall decide between

.'dates by drawing lots.

!?the case of a tie in the first ballot among the candidates obtaining the
'~ "

,.largest number of votes" a special ballot shall be hal.d for the purpose of

'.' the number of' candidates to two. In the case of a tie among three or

didates obtaining the largest number of votes, a second ballot shall be -

a tie results amongmore than two candidates, the number shall be reduced

vote is equaJJ.y divided upon matters other than elections, a second vote

'~taken at the next meeting. If' this vote- also results in equality, the

;, shal.l be regarded as rejected.

VI. LANGUAGES

English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the official languages

nference. Eng;L~sh, French' and Spanish shall be the 'Worldng languages. ~l-:'

I.·.
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VII. .RECORDS,
'I. • ... ~

I"

VIII. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MEETINGS

f', "

~
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'The plen'ary meeting's of the' Conference and the meetings of its committees

shall be held in public uilless the pody concerned decides that exceptional' ' ,

circumstances require that a particular meeting' be held in private': .

Speeches made in any of the 'Working languages sha.ll be interpreted into the
*other two 'WOrking languages.

~------~--,_._----

Any representative may make a speech in a language other than the oi'ficial

languages. In this case he shall himself provide for interpreta.tion into one of"

the working iang1{a.ges. Int'er;retatio~"i~~o the other 'W~rking 'l~guages 'by th~
interpreters of the, Secretariat may be based on the interpretation give~'ln 'the

first 'Working language.

Rule 34

Speeches made in either ot-the othe~ £;0 ~ftiCial 'languages shall be
.,". .", • .' \. ':, .1 f." . "": ".,

interpreted 'into' the' three workin~ languages.

As a general rule the meetings of the Bubo-committees shall be held in

private.

Rule 36

Summary records of the plenary meetings of the Con;f'erence and of the

meetd.nga. of' ii;s .~ommitt~es shall be ,kept by the Sep;r-etariat in the'WOrk;i.ng

Lsnguages , They shal.L be sent as; ,soon .as possib~e to. al.I, ,representatives: :who.: ,

shall inf0I'lP: the pecJ;'eta:r;iai:;within three .worpng days a:f;ter. tpe cd.rcul.atdon

of the summary, record oi'.8XlY changes they wish to have ,made.. J,'

Rule 38

Rule 37
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close of any private meeting a communique may be issued to the Press

the Executive Secretary.

IX. COMMITrEES.1 SUB-COMMITTEES ANDWOBKING PARTIES

Oqnference may establish such committees, sub-committees and working

Jes as may be necessary for the performance· of its function and define the

: ~Of reference and composition of each committee.

committee and sub-committee shall elect its own offi~ers.

far as they are eppl.Lcahl.e, the rules of procedure of the Conference

, apply to the proceedings of the conimittees and sub-committees. A committee

"sub-committee may dispense with certain language interpretations.

x. OBSERVERS FROM STATES NOT PARTICIPATING IN THE CONFERENCE

(iA state which has been invited to the Conference but which is not participating'
;:'i':

) may appoint an observer to it. 'The name of the observer shall be

~icated. without delay to the Executive Secretary} if possible not later than

tY-four hours after the opening of the Conference. Such observers shall not

'the right to vote} but may submit proposal.s which may be put to the vote

,he request of a representative of a state participating in the Conference.

XI. SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND OTHER INTER-GOVERNMENTAL ORGAMZATIONS

", Representatives of thes:pecialized agencies and of other inter-governmen~U

pizations invited to the Conference shall be authorized to participate in

/...
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XIII. .M1ENDl1ENTS

Tllese rules.of procedure may be amended by a decision of the. Conference.

----~....

, .

XII. NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Non-govennnt::ntal organizati.ons invited to the Conference may designate

authorized representatives to sit as observers at public meetings o:fthe

Conference and of its comm.:i.t-cees or Sub-committees. They~may submit written

statements relevant to the work of the Conference on subjects in which the
. . .J: .

Rule 46

The Conference or any of its committees and sub-committees may invite

other non-governmental organizations active in the field of~jn~.:;er:nat.1cna.1

commercial arbitration to submit·to it written or oralstate~ents on matters

of special interest to the Conferenc.e.:,

the proceedings of" the Conference w-.:thout the right to vote, and to submit
~ .

'proposals which may be put to the v-ote at the request of the representative of

a state participating in the Conference.

organization has a special competence, and such statements shall be circulated by,;:

the Executive Secretary in accordance with the procedures set out in paragraphs

and 23 of Economf.c iand 'Social· Council resolution 288 B (X). of 27 February 1950•.

, Co),1:fe:"ence or any o~: its organs may consult with the non-govemmential, prganization

inviti8d to the Conference and may authorize their representatives to make oral


